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CIRCULAR
REGARDING MAINTENANCE OF ESSENTIAL SERVICES

It has been observed during the recent past that medical staff from ditferent
Categories s on and off resorting to strikes and protests for getting thelr demands
addressed. Even Doctors are now resorting to strikes and wiliful absence from their
legitimate duties for one or the other reason. The reason may be justified but the m :'
of protest adopted by doctors in declining to discharge thelr duties of attending
administering medical treatment to him/her and make effort to save lives of se
patients cannot be accepted for any reason whatsoever. The Government has alre
constituted a high-level committee to look into the demands of the doctors but Suo-

moto they cannot start deviating from the established and adopted practices of patient

care and abstain from work on Gazzetted Holidays, Self-proclamation of holiday and

abstinence from work Is utter disregard to the administration and the Government.
Regarding the strikes of doctors, it has also been held by the various Hon'ble High

Courts across the country that,
“The paramount fundamental duty of a doctor is to administer treatment to an

ailing person and make all endeavor to save his/her life and get him/ her well. If a doctor
refuses to attend a patient, prima facie, it is a serious professional misconduct. They may
have a right to take steps for redressal of their grievance but those steps cannot include
denial or refusal on the part of a doctor to attend his medical duties or treatment of
patients. Whatever terminology may be used, whether strike or protest or abstention
from duty or anything else but the fact remains that a doctor is bound by his medical
oath and also principle of his profession that he or she must attend o patient whenever

required and make best possible efforts for his/her medical treatment.”
The Hon'ble Supreme Court has also takena “..  serious view regarding strikes

by Doctors and has impressed upon the Central and State Governments to take strong
action against such doctors. The matter has also been taken up in the Ethics Committee
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